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REVIEWS. 


are those devoted to symptomatology and diagnosis; in fact, while 
the book is excellent for general reading, it is hardly comprehensive 
enough for a reference work, not even for practical matters. There 
is no general discussion of the indications for newer methods of 
treatment, about which the reader is likely to want information. 
You will look in vain for information on such points as the use of 
lavage, the indications for acids and alkalies, or the dosage of hydro¬ 
chloric acid in the treatment of gastric cases. The writers have 
apparently ignored most of the recent work in this field. 

The greatest conservatism is observed in the chapter on the dis¬ 
eases of the kidneys, although so much work has recently been 
done in an effort to clear up the classification of diseases of the 
kidneys and bring clinical varieties into some sort of accord with 
the pathological findings. The term 4 ‘nephritis” is used to describe 
active congestion, and for all other forms of renal inflammation 
the terms “Bright’s disease,” acute and chronic, and “granular 
kidney” appear all sufficient to the authors. Although the title- 
page bears the date of the present year of grace, there is no men¬ 
tion, for instance, of the question of surgical treatment for diseases 
of the kidney, that until the present era of rapid advance in surgery 
were entirely given over to the medical man. On the whole, the 
present volume is disappointing; it is good so far as it goes, but it 
does not go far enough. R. M. G. 


LeS NeRFES DU CcEUR CHEZ LES TaBETIQUES (EtUDE CLINIQUE 

et Anatomo-pathologique). Par le Dr. Jean Heitz, ancien 
interne des Hfipitaux de Paris. G. Steinheil, editeur, Paris, 
1903. 

The first part of this thesis gives an account of what is actually 
known about the cardiac plexus, including the anatomy, histology, 
organization of the neurones in the pneumogastric nerve, the sym¬ 
pathetic and cardiac plexus, properly speaking. Later, the physi¬ 
ology of the cardiac plexus is discussed with special reference to 
the sensory fibres. The second part of the treatise reviews and 
completes all that has been written on the cardiac symptomatology 
of tabetics. Aortitis, disturbance of cardiac rhythm and cardiac 
pains are separately considered. Then follow the results of his¬ 
tological examinations of the pneumogastric, sympathetic, and 
cardiac plexus. This work was done in the laboratories of Dejerine 
and Merklen. In the majority of cases there is a rarefaction of 
the medullated fibres in the bundles of the cardiac plexus—a lesion 
that is comparable to the alterations in the posterior columns of the 
cervical enlargement. ■ There does not exist any relation between 
the lesions of the plexus and tabetic aortitis, which is essentially of 
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syphilitic origin. But the peculiar latency of this aortitis is account 
for by the lesions of the cardiac plexus and the posterior columns 
of the cervical enlargement. The cardiac crises probably depend 
upon lesions of the coronary arteries. The pneumogastnc nerves 
are altered in about one-quarter of the cases of tabes. These lesions 
are manifested by laryngeal disturbances, tachycardia, and in 
certain cases by a marked slowing of the respiration. W. T. L. 


The American Year-book of Medicine and Surgery for 
1904. A Yearly Digest of Scientific Progress and Authoritative 
Opinion in all Branches of Medicine and Surgery, drawn from 
Journals, Monographs, and Text-books of the Leading Ameri¬ 
can and Foreign Authors and Investigators. Edited by George 
M. Gould, A.M., M.D. In two volumes. Vol. I., including 
General Medicine. Vol. II., General Surgery. Philadelphia, 
New York, and London: W. B. Saunders & Co., 1904. 

The American Year-book hardly needs an elaborate introduction 
to the profession. Throughout the years in which it has been pub¬ 
lished it has maintained the very highest position as a standard 
encyclopedia of medical and surgical progress. Dr. Gould has 
associated with him a staff of men of the greatest ability, and then- 
work is marked by a conscientious thoroughness which is often 
lacking in writings made, up from^ abstracts in current literature. 
The book is in two volumes, and constitutes a standard work of 
reference which should be in the library of every medical man who 
wishes to keep up to date in his profession. F. R. P. 


The Lymphatics. General Anatomy of the Lymphatics. By 
Delamere. Special Study of the Lymphatics in Different Parts 
of the Body. By Poirier and Cuneo. Authorized English 
edition. Translated by Cecil H. Leaf. With 117 illustrations 
and diagrams. Chicago: W. T. Keener & Co., 1904. 

A good treatise upon the lymphatics is greatly to be desired, 
for an accurate study of the subject is, among other things, of prac¬ 
tical value. The present volume is essentially good. It is divided 
into two parts. The first part takes up the subject of the lymph, 
the leukocytes, the development of the lymph vessels and lymph 
glands, and the histology of the adult structures. A short historical 
r&umg precedes each discussion, and an extensive bibliography 



